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WERE we to reſt the evidence of the 
Chriſtian Religion upon the lives and deaths of 
the firſt Apoſtles, all confirming the particulars 
of that teſtimony which is delivered in their 
writings, there would be more than enough to 
ſatisfy the ſcruples, and eſtabliſh the belief of 


every rational enquirer. The treachery of 


Judas, the denial of Peter, the doubts of 
Thomas, the fears of all, eventually afford a 
diſtin& "confirmation of the power and even 


divinity of Him, whom they had betr ayed or 
forſaken, © And if the vices or the errors of his 


choſen miniſters bear record to the < doftrine of 
Gop ous Saviour,” what ornament, what 
light; what fulneſs muſt it receive from their 
virtues ! If the truth of our religion “ is made 
perfect in their weakneſs,” how much more * 

their ſtrength? e 
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Tux preſent Eſſay is deſigned to conſider the 
evidence ariſing from the conduct and character 
of one of theſe diſciples,—a diſciple, whioſe 
hiſtory might be ſufficient of itſelf to prove the 
truth of the Chriſtian Religion, of which he 
was a chief apoſtle. It was of him our heavenly 
Maſter declared, Upon this rock I will build 


my Church; and the gates of hell ſhall not 


prevail againſt it.” And as an earneſt of this 
promiſe he ſurnamed him Peter,—ar *© Cephas, 
which is by interpretation a ſtone.” He, who 
knew the hearts of all men, affigned to the 


ſame apoſtle * the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven ;” and inveſted him with this high and 


facred authority, Whatſoever thou ſhalt bind 


on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and what- 


foever thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed 


in heaven.” This and other honourable diſtinc- 


tions recorded in holy ſcripture muſt naturally 


awaken in every religious mind a lively intereſt 


in the hiſtory of St. Peter, as a principal Founder 
of the Chriſtian: Church; though they afford no 
juſt argument in ſupport. of the Supremacy, 
whigh, the Cen of Rome ſcares 4 to him. 


Kane i n ior ng conduct 


of this apoſtle as they are mutually connected 


EE 
with each other, and concur to add their reſ- 
pective evidence to the faith,” which he 
<« delivered to the Saints.” For as the character 
of a man is to be known only from a general 
view of his: conduct or hiſtory, ſo the evidence 
ariſing from each particular inſtance of condutt 


will be beſt determined by a previous WP 
of ſentiment and character, 


| 8 "ICY „ imagined, had 
many marks of charafter in common with the 
other diſciples; and ſome alſo peculiar to him- 
ſelf. It is remarkable of all, whom our Saviout- 
choſe for his apoſtles, that they were taken from 
thoſe fituations of hfe, which are devoid of 
intereſt, and expoſed to. contempt, without 
dignity, without ſcience, without riches, with- 
out authority. Such 1s the peculiar and diſtin- 
guiſhing charafter of the Chriſtian calling, 


that not many wiſe men after the fleth, not 


many mighty, not many noble are called: but 
God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world 
to confound. the wiſe; and God hath choſen 
the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty ; and bafe things of 
the world, and things which are deſpifed, hath 
God choſen; yea, and things which ace not, to 


AZ 


n 
bring to nought things that are.“ By the 
preaching of a few obſcure and unlearned men, 
| poſſeſſed of neither rank nor talents to com- 
1 mand, the religion of Chriſt was quickly 
i eſtabliſhed ; in oppoſition to the wit, the preju- 
| dices, the corruptions, in defiance of the malice 


| and violence of all the rich and the learned, the 
| great and the powerful, both of Jews and Gen- 
— tiles. Though its progreſs was rapid beyond 
| example, and great without compariſon, it 
| owed nothing to the aid of any human means. 
! It flouriſhed in deſpite of the powers of man, 


N | that all the glory might be of God,—that it 


it might be known of all men to be His work, — U 
ttat it might be faid, Out of the mouth of 
very babes and ſucklings,“ in might or know- 
ledge, © haſt thou ne n that thou 
__ fill the enemy.” 


ES 
pe p + OY 
g r 6 * 
* p N 2 
„ . —π -r 6 


— 
4 
EA RE LEI Pies . 


* 4 


bY A 2 * ; 7 
VS, W FR. | I 


3333 aa 


| Oos note Simon and his brother Andrew ; 
were. called from the humble. occupation of 
| fiſhers, to be the diſciples of the Saviour of the 
world,—or, to ſpeak in the ſimple Janguage 
of ſcripture, * to become fiſhers of men.” St. 
| Peter had no qualifications in himſelf, he was 
| not in any of thoſe circumſtances of life, which 
| are found to give weight and influence in the 
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world. He had no learning to perſuade, no 


wealth to allure, no power to awe; and yet, 
when he preached before an aſſembly of Jews 
and Proſelytes out of every nation under heaven, 
* the ſame day there were added unto” the 
Church „about three thouſand ſouls.” And 


why this ſurprizing and inſtant ſucceſs? Was 


there any thing in the ſubject of the apoſtle's 


preaching, that was adapted to pleaſe the pride 


or the paſſions of this goodly multitude? Was 
St. Peter heard to flatter their prejudices, to 
ſanction their errors, or excuſe their vices? 
Was he ſeen to indulge them in their favourite 
ſins, or gratify their known inclinations and 
defires? The ſpeech of the apoſtle was of a 


very different nature. It was calculated to wound 
all the livelieſt feelings, and mortify the pride 


of his hearers. It ſtruck at the root of their 
antient prejudices; it boldly expoſed and reproved 
their conduct; it openly accuſed both them and 
their rulers, the high prieſts of their law whom 
they were taught to revere, of the moſt heinous 
and abominable crimes. It told them that they, 
and all the chiefs of their city, were the moſt 
unjuſt and nefarious murderers, they had 
tf taken, and by wicked hands had crucified and 


flain a man approved of God among them by 


wal. 
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LC V1] 
miracles, and wonders, and ſigns.“ The more 


to confound their pride, and ſharpen the ſtings 
of conſcience, the apoſtle declared to them, 


that «God had raiſed Him up, having looſed 


the pains of death, becauſe it was not poſſible 
that he ſhould be holden of it,” —that it was 
He, who had given the certain and unerring 
ſign of almighty pow er, Which they now ſaw 
and heard; who, being by the right hand of 
God exalted, had ſhed forth upon his followers 
the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt,” whereof they 
all were witneſſes, And he concluded his ad- 
dreſs with reminding them at once of their own 
aggravated guilt, and the authority and godhead 
of that ſame Jeſus, whom they had condemned 
as a tranigr ellor. 


W may reaſonably alk how it-came to paſs, 


that men, who were thus reproached and reviled 


by the whole ſpeech of Peter, ſhould ſtill con- 
tinue to hear him patiently. The hiſtory in- 
forms us they did more than this: no ſooner. 
had the apoſtle finiſhed, than they © were 
pricked in their heart, and ſuid unto Peter and 
the reſt of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, what 
ſhall we do?” And when St. Peter opened to 
them the ways of ſalvation, they © gladly received 


1 
his word, and continued ſtedfaſt in the apoſtles 
doctrine and fellowſhip.” What cauſe are we 
then to aſſign for this great and ſudden change? 
Why did they, who had lately ſeen this Jeſus of 
Nazareth *© crucified in weakneſs,” - who had 
beheld him arrayed in a crown of thorns, and a 
reed put in his hand in derifion,—who had 
looked on, while he was condemned and made 
to ſuffer a mean and ignominious death, —who 
perhaps were among the multitude that mocked 
and ſpit upon him, that buffeted and ſmote him 
with the palms of their hands,—why did theſe 
men caſt off at once all their national prejudices, 
convict themſelves of having © killed the Prince 
of life,” and deſire to be baptized in his name? 
It is not poſſible to give any other raticnal ac- 
count of ſo extraordinary a fact, but that the 
apoſtle was the miniſter and witneſs of the 
truth, and the God of truth was with him to 
aſſert and maintain it. The people, who heard 
him, knew that he ſpoke the truth,—they knew 
that He, who had been condemed to die, was 
indeed © a righteous man, — they heard from 
many beſides the apoſtles, who had ſeen and 
converſed with him after he was riſen, that he 
was truly in his own perſon, and with his 
crucified body, reſtoted to life, —they n 
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that ** many wonders and ſigns were done by 


the hands of the apoſtles,” —they had before 
their eyes a preſent miracle; they ſaw the diſci- 


ples of Jeſus, who was crucified, , all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt,” —they heard theſe unim- 
proved and illiterate men * begin to ſpeak with 


other tongues, as the ſpirit gave them utterance.” 
er Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Meſopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Aſia, Phrygia, 
and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 


Libya about Cyrene, and ſtrangers of Rome, 


Jews, and Proſelytes, Cretes, and Arabians,” 
they did © hear them ſpeak in” their ſeveral 


** tongues the wonderful works of God.“ 


IT is on the ſame principle that we are to 
account for the ſwift and aſtoniſhing progrets 
of the Chriſtian faith in the various parts of the 


Gentile world. There was nothing to recom- 


mend it to the adoption of mankind, but its 
own intrinſic excellence, authority, and truth. 


And yet the belief of this religion did prevail, 


though it was oppoſed by all the force of learn- 
ing and power, combined to denounce and 


overthrow it. It did prevail, though the Lord 
of it was one, who had lived in contempt as 


ſ 
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though it expoſed every one who received it to 


CP 1 
the loweſt of mankind, who had died in igno- 


miny as the vileſt malefactor. It did prevail, 


though the preachers of it were the furtheſt 


poſlible from that deſcription of men, who take 


the lead in ſociety; whoſe opinions it is the 
pride of others to adopt, and whoſe example it 
is their ambition to follow. It did prevail, 


though it bore an uniform teſtimony againſt all 


the impieties and vices of the world; and 


diſgrace, perſecution, and poverty*. And 


wherefore theſe early triumphs of a new religion 
under every diſcouragement which the world 


could oppoſe ? We may leave this queſt ion to be 
anſwered in the words of Gamaliel, no friend to 


the Chriſtian cauſe, If this counſel or this 
work“ had been of men, it” muſt have * come 


to nought: but,“ becauſe it was © of God,” 
they could not overthrow it.” We will not 
purſue the argument, becauſe St, Peter was 
PO more particularly in the converſion of 


* The Aber has ed ſome e in this 1 
from a ſmall Tract, entitled An anſwer to the Queſtion, Why are 


you a Chriſtian? publiſhed in Boſton, by John Clarke, a Minifter of 


that Church, and reprinted in London. Where he found the 


ſentiments he wiſhed to convey ſo conciſely and forcibly ex- 
preſſed, he would not weaken the Wan by ſubſtitutin g inferior 


language of his own. 
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the Jews, and was therefore called the apoſtle 
of the circumciſion.” It is only to be remarked, 
that the obſtacles, which preſented themſelves in 
bringing the Heathens unto Chriſt, were greatly 
increaſed in the caſe. of the Jews by the preju- 
dices, the pride, and the guilt of their nation, 


1 PROCEED to obſerve another general feature 
in the characters and conduct of all the apoſtles, 
and of St. Peter in particular,—which is, the 
_ artleſs ſimplicity that runs through the whole. 
Men, who had any intention or wiſh to deceive, 
would have been eager to embrace every paſſing 
occaſion of recommending themſelves, or the 
Founder of their faith, to the eſteem and admi- 
ration of their followers. As the Preachers of 
a pure and undefiled religion, they would be 
careful to repreſent their own character and 
conduct without ſpot or blemiſh, while they 
would enlarge upon the miracles, real or fictiti- 
ous, recorded of their Lord and Maſter, It 
was not ſo with thoſe, who have written the 
hiſtory of the life and miracles of Chriſt, and 
the Acts of his Apoſtles. The wonders of the 
facts they relate are only to be equalled by the 
ſimplicity, with which they are recorded. They 
give a detail of the moſt extraordinary miracles, 


Cn ) 
and evidences of divine power, without exagge- 
ration and even without comment. And in the 
incidents related of the firſt diſciples their hiſ- 
tory is equally faithful and unadorned. © The 
vanity and weakneſs of Peter are recorded with 
the ſame unaffected candour, with which they 
ſpeak his praiſes. This is the more remarkable 
in the goſpel of St, Mark, his own particular 
convert and diſciple; which has been frequently 
ſtiled St. Peter's goſpel, becauſe it was princi- 
pally compoſed by the Evangeliſt out of the 
account he had gathered from the diſcourſes of 
Peter, and received the ſtamp of his approbation 
and authority, * And it is a ſingular inſtance 
of impartial ſimplicity, that the Fall of Peter is 
mentioned in theſe writings with ſome circum- 
ſtances: of aggravation, which are not noticed 
by 1 other Evangeliſts. 


N Ir would be ealy to gather from the Sacred 
Hiſtory many other demonſtrations of pure 
ſimplicity in the character and conduct of St. 
Peter. We ſhall content ourſelves with re- 
ferring to a ſingle example, recorded in the 
AQs of the * As Peter and John went 


4 


„ Buſeb, lib. II. cap. 15. 


„ 
up together into the temple at the hour of 
prayer, a certain man. lame from his mother's 
womb, aſked alms of them; when Peter, with 
that unaffected humility which is the handmaid 
of truth, inſtead of magnifying the greater and 
more exalted gift he was about to confer, excuſed 
himfelf for that which he had not to give. 
« Silver and gold have I none;. but ſuch as I 
have give, I thee; in the name of Jeſus Chriſt of 
Nazareth riſe up and walk,” And when the 
people were filled with wonder and amazement 
| at that which had happened, the meek apoſtle 
openly diſclaimed the praiſe of it. Ye men of 
| Iſrael, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye 
ſo earneſtly on us, as though by our own power 
| | or holineſs we had made this man to walk?” 
Was this the conduct or the language of a 
deceiver? An artful impoſtor would have ap- 
[ pealed to the miracle as an evidence of his high 
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commiſſion,—a ſeal of the power which he had 
received from heaven. Or if he had choſen to 
| reflect the glory from himſelf upon Chriſt as 
| the head of the Church, would it have been 
| with the ſimplicity, with which Peter ſpake to 
| 
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| the admiring multitude ? or the temperate firm- 


| neſs, with which he defended himſelf the next 
11 day before the rulers, and elders, and ſcribes, 


( 28 3 
« If we this day be examined of the good deed 
done to the impotent man, by what means he is 
made whole; be it known unto you all, and to 
all the people of Iſrael, that by the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crutified, 
whom God. raiſed from the dead, even by him 
doth this x man ſtand here before 1 whole?“ 8 


T nave adduced: this hiſtory as an inſtance, 
among many others, of artleſs ſimplicity i m the 
conduct of the apoſtle. If the miracle had been 
feigned, a deceiver would have made a greater 
uſe of it. He would have converted it into an 
occaſion either of boaſting g himſelf, or of 12 mag- 
nifying his office.“ Bat of the truth of the 
miracle, to ſay nothing of other proof, the hiſ- 
tory furniſhes - its own evidence. When we 
combine the ſimplicity of the apoſtle's character 
with his want of thoſe attainments, that com- 
mand or engage reſpect ; and yet ſee the rapid 
ſucceſs of his doctrine, inſomuch that the 
number of the men which believed,” after this 
miracle, © was about five thouſand ;” we muſt. 
marvel, as did the rulers who fat in judgement 
on him, when they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were un- 


learned and ignorant men.” We muſt be forced 
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if to confeſs, that indeed a notable miracle had 


| 
ll been wrought ;”' and that it was manifeſt to 
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ill. * them . delt i in Jeruſalem,” 2a 
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corded of this apoſtle, the ſtriking of Ananias 
and Sapphira with death, the healing of | the 
ſick by the ſhadow of Peter paſſing by,” the 
1 raiſing Tabitha to life again, after her dead body 
i was made ready for burial, . or his own deliver- 
| ance out of priſon, by the hand of an angel, 
becauſe theſe wonders are. rather to be conſidered 
as wrought of God in confirmation of St. Peter's 
| poſtleſhip, than, to be adduced as inſtances of 
| „ conduct in the apoſtle himſelf. But in what- 
| 
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ever light we regard theſe workings of almighty 
power, they give an equal degree of evidence to 


1 the truth of the Chriſtian Wolgang. 1 


II * a firong * of avi 
and faithfulneſs in the teſtimony | of St. Peter 
and the other diſciples, that it is impoſſible to 
aſſign any reaſonable motive for their attempting 
to impoſe a falſehood on the world. For had 
1 they any one temptation to deceive? any intereſt 
to ſerve in preaching Jeſus and the reſurrection? 
Would it promote their ſucceſs and advance- 
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fooliſhneſs. The rulers hated, the rich oppreſſed, 


1 

ment in the world? or give them the pleaſures 
of it in greater abundance? Would it raiſe them 
to honours, riches, or power, —the chief and 
favourite objects of human ambition? We know 
it was altogether, it was pointedly the reverſe. 
Their Lord himſelf forewarned them that it 
would be ſo. Behold, I ſend you forth as 
ſheep in the midſt of wolves: and ye ſhall be 
hated of all men for my name” ſake; and they 

ſhall deliver you up to be afflicted, and ſhall 
kill yo 1. It was not long before the apoſtles 
felt the truth of this declaration. The Religion 
of Chriſt, and its profeſſors, were every veins 
the objects of contempt and perſecution,—to, 
the Jew a ſtumbling-block, and to the Heathen 


the learned ſcorned, and all perſecuted them. 
There could not be any diſpoſition to deceive; 
where the deceit was in oppoſition to every in- 
tereſt in this world, and in that which is to 
come, for in that other life they could have na 
W —_— their a enen were true. 


"How were we to ad men (any to 
every principle of action) inclined to triumph 
in the ſucceſs of their impoſture, though it were 
in a priſon or under ſtripes, would they have 
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(It been ſeen to carry on the deceit — life even 
to the cloſe of it? Muſt not the terrors of 
death, aggravated by torture, have forced them 
i at length to ſave themſelves. by abjuring princi- 
ps | which | "0p knew hog * falſe f Vet <tivels: 
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hl ae! not "only! to buffer ae in the 
N name of Jeſus,” but to lay down their lives for 
| his fake. The circumſtances, that are related 
1 of St. Peter's martyrdom, afford a ſtriking teſ. 
| þ timony to the truth of the doctrines which he 
If preached. The apoſtle, being condemned to 
| ſiuffer death upon the croſß, deſired to be ſuſpended 
| with his head downwards, alledging that he Was 
| unworthy to die in the ſame manner, a8 his 

þ Lord and Maſter had expired before him. Nowy 
we _— to: the: heart of _— Wr men, 
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1 enemy, ene | any man i vols habe e cliolen | 10 
1 unnatural and agonizing a poſture in honour of 
| a falſe prophet, with whom he had joined in 
| | leading the world aſtray? whether. he would 
| 
| 


have given this ſingular and remarkable teſtimony 
il even by the manner of his dying, if he had 
Bit known the ' preaching of the croſs to be fool- 

ll ;iſhnels,” —if he had known the Author of it to 
1 be "crucified and ſlain, but not to be riſen, as it 


2 * 3 2 
—— 


"ASA & Cate ds a Si 4 ach. 
—— — oc wok. ff — —ͤ—ä . — 


* 6 
—— 2 
e. 
— — 
- 
— — — 


mms — — os. es —:¾P— 2d 
— „ 


7 
5 
10 
1 
F 


CP 1 

was ſaid of him, not to be aſcended into the 

heavens, not to have wrought the many mira- 
cles, and wonders, and ſigns, under the pretence 


of which he had phi da upon the credulity of 
mankind ? 


Bur no, ſays the unbelieving philoſophiſt; 
Four apoſtle was not a deceiver, but an enthu- 
ſiaſt,—he was himſelf deceived. There have 
been many martyrs in defence of different reli- | 
gions, ſome of which muſt of neceſſity be falſe 
and why then may not the faith of the apoſtles 
be falſe alſo?—The diſtinCtion is clear and ob- 
vious; the one died in ſupport of matters of 
opinion, where the wiſeſt of men are often 
deceived; the other in atteſtation of matters of 
fact, where the moſt ignorant cannot be miſtaken. 
The voluntary ſufferings of both we readily ad- 
mit to be a clear and unqueſtionable proof of 
ſincerity. But who can fay, that the weight of 
their teſtimony is the fame? or their evidence 
_ alike either in kind or degree? Our faith ſtands 
upon ſolid grounds, when it is built upon the 
evidence of the apoſtles of Chriſt, who were eye- 
witneſſes of all which they relate. But is it fo 
in the caſe of any other martyrs? or, greatly as 
we honour and reſpect their piety, muſt it not 
be confeſſed that their teſtimony reſts upon no 
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1 
better authority, than human interpretation and 
human conjecture? For what had theſe men to 
teſtify by their deaths? what but their own con- 
victions, ſentiments, perſuaſions, in which they 
might be deceived, miſtaken, miſ- informed? in 
which education, prejudice, connections, friend- 
ſhips, will have a ſecret influence upon the moſt 
honeſt minds? The evidence afforded by the 
apoſtolic martyrs was of a quite different nature. 
They had lived and converſed with Chriſt in the 
days of his fleſh; and, after he was put to. 
death, they “went into all the world, preach- 
ing the goſpel to every creature.” They 
declared, that they had received commiſſion 
from Him to proclaim ſalvation and the remiſ- 
ſion of ſins in his name,—that as an evidence of 
his divine authority and nature, they had ſeen 
him work divers miracles, heal the ſick, give 
ſight to the blind, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the 
dead. And when he had finiſhed the days of 


his appointed time upon earth, they all witneſſed 


with one accord, that they had ſeen him give 
up the ghoſt upon the croſs, that they ſaw his 
body laid in the tomb, and a ſtone rolled to the 
door, and ſealed, and guarded by a watch,— 
that they did afterwards ſee him alive from the 
dead, they heard him ſpeak, they handled him, 
and felt the print of the nails, to certify them 


C 39 3 
that it was indeed their crucified Maſter. They 


repeated this openly in the preſence of thoſe, 
who had knowledge of many of the facts they 


recorded; who had all been witneſſes to the 
miracles of Chriſt ; who were all acquainted with 


the circumſtances of his death; and ſome had 


/ 


even ſeen him after he was riſen, They ap- 
pealed to them for the truth of their teſtimony ; 
they publiſhed 1t boldly in every place; and at 
length they laid down their lives to ſhew, that 
their faith was ſincere, and their record true. 
Here was no room for error, uncertainty, or 
doubt. Theſe diſciples were well informed of 


the truths, for which they died; they could not 


be deceived; they could not be niſtaken. No 


man is fo learned as to be ſure that what he 
thinks is right, more eſpecially upon ſubjects of 


faith, which are confeſſedly above the reach of 


human comprehenſion: nor is there any man, 
however uninformed and weak, but knows the 
truth and the certainty of that which he has 
heard and ſeen. The apoſtles therefore were 


the moſt competent and able witneſſes. They 

ſpeak on ſure and certain grounds, the evidence 

of their own ſenſes. They appeal to us in lan- 

guage the moſt convincing and forcible, * That 

which was from the beginning, which we have 
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heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled the word of life, - that which we have 
ſeen and heard declare we unto you, that ye alſo 
may have fellowſhip with'us.” 


Ie then St. Peter could not be deceived him- 
ſelf, —if he wanted the means of deceiving others, 
and all thoſe talents which are requiſite for ordi- 


nary ſucceſs in the cauſe of truth, —if his 
character was remarkable for honeſt ſimplicity, — 
if he ſacrificed all that men hold moſt dear, his 


eaſe, his comfort, his occupation, his life, in 


aſſerting the truth of the Chriſtian religion, —is 


it not juſt, is it not reaſonable, is it not right to 
conclude, that he had neither followed, nor 
deviſed © a cunning fable, when he made known 
the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
but was an eye-witneſs of his Majeſty?” Is it 
not the natural, I had almoſt ſaid, the neceſſary 
conviction, that his teſtimony is ſure, and his 
faith divine? | 


ST. PETER however has left a ſurer teſtimony 
than words in ſupport of that, which is the great. 
foundation of the Chriſtian's hope, the reſurrec- 
tion of his Lord and Saviour, His life is a 


( 21 ) 
faithful comment on his doctrine; his actions 
ſpeak for him; and they ſpeak in uniſon with 
what he has written, and what is written of 
him. This is likewiſe true of all the apoſtles : 
their conduct affords a conſiſtent and concurring 
teſtimony with what the ſcripture has declared, 
that Jeſus © ſhewed himſelf alive to them after 
his paſſion by many infallible proofs,” When 
their Lord was led to judgment and to death, 
« the diſciples all forſook him, and fled.” They 
had not the courage to ſtand by their ſuffering 
Maſter, leſt they ſhould be made to ſhare in his 
reproaches and his fate. Peter, in ſpite of all 
his boaſted profeſſions, in ſpite of the prophetic 
warnings of his Maſter, in ſpite of clear and 
evident conviction, three times denied that he 
even knew him. A ſhort time only was paſſed, 
and theſe ſame diſciples were heard to preach 
in the name of Jeſus with great boldneſs before 
all the people. He, who had ſo late denied his 
Maſter, was the firſt to declare in defiance of 
danger the glories of his ſalvation. * Let all 
the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God 
hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have cru- 
cified, both Lord and Chriſt.” And whence 
this great change in the mind of the apoſtle? 
Why did he, who was fearful, irreſolute, and 


23 


lt ( 22 ) 

|! | weak, in all the perils and ſufferings of his Lord, 
9 on a ſudden become firm and unmoved at his 
own? Was it not the faith, the aſſurance, the 
certainty of Chriſt's reſurrection from the dead, 
fi that baniſhed from his mind every ſentiment of 
[| fear, inſpired him with courage to ſpeak and to 


{ if act, fortified him with patience to ſuffer? | "| 
11 Tux truth is, the apoſtles, like the reſt of the 
14 Jews, were led away by falſe and miſtaken ex- 
th pectations of a temporal Prince; they looked for 
Fl one, who ſhould * reſtore again the kingdom 
1/8 to Ifrael;” they thought that Chriſt was this 
| i} Meſſiah, when they beheld his miracles, and 
$19 the mighty ſigns that were done by the word of 
$18 his mouth. But when they ſaw Jeſus led away 


to be crucified, and no one to deliver him from 
this reproachful death, all their high-raiſed hopes 
failed them at once: they could look for no 
help from one that was dead; they had no 
conception or idea of his riſing again*; and 
therefore, as diſappointed and deſpairing men, 
they ſought to hide themſelves from the con- 
tempt and revilings of the world. But no ſooner 
were theſe diſciples aſſured by the evidence of 


their ſenſes, that Chriſt was riſen indeed, than 
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they gladly received him as their Lord and their 
God. They began to ſee their errors; they 
called to mind all that the prophets had ſpoken, 
and what Chriſt had foretold of himſelf; and 
they © believed the ſcripture, and the word 
which Jeſus had ſaid.” And when * their eyes 
were apa. that they might underſtand the 
ſcriptures,” — when their minds had been en- 
lightened, and their hearts confirmed by the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, - they were no longer 
content with ſilent adoration; they publiſhed 
abroad the things which they had ſeen and 
heard; they © ſpake the word of God with 
boldneſs,” and preached through Fin che 
reſurrection from the dead.“ 


Ir was natural that the great outlines of St. 
Peter's conduct and character, conſidered as 
giving evidence to the truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, ſhould be ſimilar in their principle to 
the arguments, which are uſually drawn from 
the lives of the apoſtles in general. All that 
has been attempted in this Eſſay is to apply 
theſe principles and arguments to the particular 
hiſtory recorded of St. Peter. We may remark, 
however, in the narrative of this apoſtle's life 
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ſome traits of character, and circumſtances. of 


( 24 ) 


conduct, which are more peculiarly his own. 


Turxr appears in various inftances of St. 
Peter's conduct, interſperſed in the ſacred Vo- 
lame, a certain impetuoſity of thought and 


diſpoſition,—a haſtineſs of temper, which marks 


his character. It was this which was the oc- 
caſion of all his humiliation. It was this 
diſpoſition, which prompted his vain and pre- 
ſumptuous boaſting, Although all ſhall be 
offended, yet will not J,”—* If I ſhould die 
with thee, I will not deny thee in any wiſe.” It 
was this diſpoſition, which led him to forfeit 
theſe high pretenſions, and * deny with an 
oath, I do not know the man.” Had he thought 
thereoh, he would have © remembered the word 
of the Lord how he faid unto him, Before the 
cock crow, thou ſhalt deny me thrice.” He 
would have called to mind his own plighted 
promiſe, and the ſevere rebuke that muſt follow 
the breach of it. He would never have afforded 
ſuch a memorable inſtance both of the vanity 


and weakneſs of the human heart. Every man's 


own obſervation will furniſh him with ſimilar 
inſtances “: it is ſufficient for pur purpoſe ta 


* Vid. Mat. xvi. 22, 23. John xvii, 10, 11. 


„ 
remark, that this inconſiderate warmth of diſ- 
poſition is in its nature and conſequences moſt 
oppoſite to deceit. There is generally found by 
experience the leaſt of ſubtilty in the moſt haſty 
tempers: and reaſon will teach us that, if there 


were any latent ſubtilty, an impetuous mind 
would be abways liable to betray it. 


Wx may further trace this inconſiderate ſpirit 
leading Peter into a diſpute with his fellow- 
apoſtle Paul. Had there not been ſtrong and 
incontrovertible evidence of © the truth as it is 
in Jefus,” ſach diſputes muſt at once have been 
ſafficient to overthrow the Chriſtian cauſe. The 
riſing Church muſt have been cruſhed in its 
infancy by the diſſentions of its nurſing fathers, 
It muſt certainly be admitted a fair preſumption, 
that theſe apoſtles were not conſpiri ing to pro- 
pagate deceit, or they would never have broken 
out into open contention. Paul could have 
been moved by no other conſideration than the 


love of truth, in a public letter to his Galatian 


Converts, to rebuke and cenſure one, who Was 
leagued with him in the ſame cauſe. However 
a nice and diſcerning eye may mark ſome ſmaller 
ſhades of diſagreement and contrariety in the 
moſt cunning impoſtors, there are none that 
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have not the wiſdom to refrain from publicly 
confuting each other. Or if they had the 
weakneſs thus to engender diviſions, who does 
not ſee that their own folly muſt have been the 
downfall of their cauſe? Who can believe that 
men of ſuch perverſe minds and contrary ſenti- 
ments could have triumphed over the hoſts that 
ſtood oppoſed againſt them? Every kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf is brought to deſolation: 
and a houſe divided againſt a houſe, falleth.” 
And if Paul be divided againſt Peter, how 
ſhould their preaching ſtand ?—except it were 
with them, as with their divine Maſter, that 
men were ſtruck with conviction * at their 
doctrine; for their word was with power.” 


Hap the goſpel deſcribed the firſt Teachers 
of Chriſtianity free from thoſe little bickerings 
and failings which are common to humanity, it 
might perhaps, by. repreſenting them to be more 
than men, have been expoſed to the imputation 
of being a fair device,—a creature of the imagi- 
nation, like the ſyſtems of modern times, ſettin g 
forth man as he ought to be, rather than as he 


is. But now they ſtand confeſt, they even de- 


clare themſelves to be © men of like paſſions,” 
infirmities, and errors with us, yet over-ruled 


7 

in all they deliver for the inſtruction of others 
by inſpiration of God, —it marks the impartial 
truth and ſcrupulous exactneſs, while it detracts 
nothing from the authenticity, of the Chriſtian 
Scriptures. The Jewiſh prejudices of one 
apoſtle, and keen ſenſe of injury in the other, 
and the diviſions which they kindled in the 
infant Church, do but diſplay more ſtrongly in 
the rapid progreſs of Chriſtianity the power of 
its divine Author; who © maketh the wrath of 
man to praiſe him,” and converts the animoſities 
and diſſentions of his followers into arguments 
of his truth and evidences of his word. 


I CANNOT leave this part of St. Peter's hiſ- 
tory without noticing another prominent feature 
of his character, which muſt greatly recommend 
him as a faithful witneſs, —I mean, his Candour. 
Though he had been fo harſhly and ſeverely 
rebuked by his fellow-labourer in the goſ- 
pel, — though his cauſe was eſpouſed by the 
Jewiſh converts, who formed no inconſiderable 
part of the early Chriſtians, yet to ſhew that 
he was not offended at what Paul had ſaid of 
him, — to prevent him from ſuffering in the 
eſtimation of the Jewiſh Chriſtians, and conſe- 
quent ſucceſs of his miniſtry, he commends 
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him to all the Saints in a general letter to the 
Churches under his direction. He even goes fo 
far as to add his ſanction to the Epiſtles which 
Paul had written, Even as our beloved brother 
Paul alſo, according to the wiſdom given unto 
him, hath written unto you.” - We muſt cer- 
tainly have obſerved in the Sacred Hiſtory many 
more indications of a frank and ingenuous ſpirit 
in the conduct of St. Peter. His impetuous 
character often hurried him into errors, which 
he never wanted the candour to acknowledge. 
When Chriſt was employed in the humiliating 
office of waſhing his diſciples' feet, Peter felt an 
honeſt but prefumptuous indignation ; and, in 
the unthinking warmth of miſtaken zeal, for- 
getting the myſterious wiſdom which guided 
every action of his divine Maſter, he ſaid to 
him, Thou ſhalt never waſh my feet.” But 
in the next inſtant, hearing the ſad alternative 
from the mouth of his Lord, If I waſh thee 
not, thou haſt no part with me,” he aptly 
recovered himſelf with a readineſs of conviction, 
which turned even his error into an occaſion of 
virtue, © Lord, not my feet only, but alſo my 
hands and my head.” Perhaps it may ſeem 
prepoſterous to adduce the melancholy hiſtory 
of Peter's repeated denials of his Maſter in proof 


1499 
of his candour and integrity of heart. Yet to 
me it does appear, even under theſe circum- 
ſtances, that a man of a leſs ingenuous diſpoſition, 
after confronting three ſuch pointed accuſations, 
would not have been moved by a ſingle and 
diſtant look of the Man whom he had denied, — 
of one who at that inſtant was arraigned and 
under judgement at Pilate's bar, and who had 
diſappointed the fond expectations and hopes 
that had been raiſed in the minds of his diſci- 
ples. The Lord had no ſooner © turned and 
looked upon Peter,” than he felt and expreſſed 
the ſorrow of a penitent. He ſaw the marks of 
more than human preſcience ; he was aſhamed 
of having forſaken and denied ſo great and good 
a Maſter; and © he went out, and wept bit- 
terly.” We muſt reſpect ſuch a character even 
amidſt the ruins of his Fall*; and much more 
in all the dignity of his ſucceeding virtues. . One 
who was ſo ready to acknowledge truth, though 


There was certainly in all the circumſtances of St. Peter's 
Fall, the beginning as well as the cloſe of it, ſomething that 
beſpoke a great and noble mind, obſcured under a cloud. His 
magnanimous ſpirit carried him, as it were, beyond himſelf: in 
the vaſt ſtretch of his love he forgot his own infirmity ; and he 
greatly attempted what he wanted ſtrength to fulfil, -ſo that, 
what the Heathens ſaid of the Sublime in Writing, may juſtly 
be applied to the Conduct of the Apoſtle, 

Meyanus amo ht cpu; ivy; Aνννν˖Ü: 9 82 
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it reflected ſhame upon himſelf, would never be 
the wilful promoter of error. 


Sr. PETER alſo diſcovered a peculiar energy 
of character, which gives weight and authority 
to his whole teſtimony. He was foremoſt upon 
all occaſions to vindicate the honour, and aſſert 
the cauſe of his heavenly Maſter; from whence 
he was ſtiled by the Antients, with great juſt- 
neſs and propriety, the Mouth of the Apoſtles. 
It was Peter that firſt, after the gift of tongues, 
began to improve the miracle to the praiſe of 
Him who gave it; and with what manly dignity! 
what determined ſpirit! what nobleneſs of thought 
and expreſſion! Need we add to the inſtances 
which have been already cited from the Acts of 

the Apoſtles? When Peter and John were 
ftraitly threatened by the Elders of Iſrael, and 
commanded not to ſpeak at all nor teach in the 
name of Jeſus, they put their enemies to ſilence 
by the dignified force of their reply, © Whether 
it be right in the ſight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye: for we 
cannot but ſpeak the things, which we have {een 
and heard.” Muſt we not admire and venerate 
men of ſuch noble ſentiment, ſuch undaunted 


conduct? If they had not learnt to fear God in 
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E 
fincerity and truth, would they thus have caſt off 
all the fear of men? If their truſt had not been 
placed in a higher power, would they have had 
the courage to defy the threats and maliciouſneſs 
of thoſe, who were armed with force, and 


ſanctioned under authority ? 


Even before the time of his Lord's reſurrec- 
tion, St. Peter was diſtinguiſhed from the reſt 
of the apoſtles by a ſingular ſtrength and vigour 
of mind. When Chriſt was forſaken by many 
of his diſciples, and made the affecting appeal 
to the twelve, Will ye alſo go away?” Simon 
Peter returned the animated declaration in the 
name of them all, Lord, to whom ſhall we 


go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life; and 


we believe and are ſure that thou art that Chriſt, 


the Son of the living God.” It was for this he 
received a preeminent honour from the mouth 


of his divine Maſter, * Bleſſed art thou, Simon 
Bar- jona: for fleſh and blood hath not revealed 


it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” 
It was for this deciſion and firmneſs of character, 
that he ſeems to have been ſelected with the two 
| ſons of Zebedee (who on the ſame account were 


ſurnamed © Boanerges, which is the Sons of 


thunder”) to accompany Chriſt on ſome great 
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and important occaſions, to which none but 


themſelves were admitted. When he raiſed the 


daughter of Jairus from the dead, he ſuffered 
no man to go in fave Peter, and James, and 
John.” Theſe were the only witneſſes of his 
agony in the garden, at the awful hour prepa- 
ratory to his paſſion. The ſame diſciples were 


with Jeſus in the holy mount, when he re- 


ceived from God the Father honour and glory.” 
They heard © the voice, which came to him 
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved 


Son in whom I am well pleaſed.” And herein 


they afford a peculiar evidence not only to the 
truth of our religion in general, but alfo to 


ſome of the leading articles of our faith, the 


Fulneſs of the Godhead and Atonement - of 


Chriſt. 


Anp here it will be proper to obviate a 
ſpecious objection, that might be urged againſt 
this, and indeed every part of the evidence 
which has been adduced. It may be ſaid, You 


are attempting to prove the truth of the Chriſ- 
tian religion from the conduct and character of 


the apoſtle Peter; while you make the ſcrip- 


tures, or records of that religion, the ground 


and foundation of your argument. — Without 
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enquiring from what ſource we are to take the 


hiſtory of the apoſtle, except it be from theſe 
ſeriptures, or from the writings of the early 
Chriſtians, or from ſome ſcattered remarks of 
the enemies of Chriſtianity, we may at once 
reply that the objection is rather in words than 
in reaſon, —in appearance, not in reality. For 
we have been conſidering no other than the 


internal evidence of the Chriſtian Religion, as it 


is deducible from the conduct and character of 


St. Peter. Our argument, whether it be thought 


convincing or not, aims at no more than this, 
that the conduct and character of St. Peter, as 


they are repreſented in the ſacred writings, bear 
every mark of ſimplicity, diſintereſtedneſs, and 


truth; his actions prove him to be a faithful 
and ſincere, as his ſituation renders him a com- 
petent witneſs.— that it is im poſſible to account 


for the known ſucceſs of his preaching, with 
his known inability to influence or allure, ex- 


cept we admit the goſpel, of which he was the 

miniſter, to have been (in the words of a fellow- 

apoſtle) © the power of God unto ſalvation to 

every one that believed; except we admit the 

miracles, the death, and reſurrection of Chriſt, 

which theſe believers muſt either have been eye- 
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witneſſes to themſelves, or had opportunities of 


hearing from thoſe who had ſeen them,—that 


Upon no other principle can the conduct of the 


apoſtle be explained; not only his fubmitting to 


perſecution and death in vindication of the facts, 
as well as doctrines, which he preached ; but the 


ſudden turn of his conduct from deſpair to con- 


fidence, from fearfulneſs to bold and intrepid 


aſſurance, at a time when there was every thing 


to depreſs and overwhelm his bapes, if Chriſt 
were not riſen. This is an evidence of the moſt 
ſure and certain kind; the leaſt liable to error, 
miſ information, or deceit. It has never yet 


happened, that an impoſtor has not ultimately 


betrayed his fraud by his own endeavours to 
conceal it. The very artifices, by which he 
impoſed upon the faith of his contemporaries, 
have been the means. of diſcovering the device to 
poſterity. It is a peculiar recommendation of 
St. Peter's teſtimony,” that his character and 
conduct are in direct oppoſition to what would 
have been the natural line of conduct adopted 


by a cunhing deceiver. Art muſt always betray 


more or leſs of deſign: the whole hiſtory of the 
apottle's life is without deſign, without unifor- 
mity, without common conſiſtency, except it be 
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1 
explained by the circumſtances, by which it 
was directed, circum ſtances, that ' conſtitute 
the leading and eſſential articles of the Chriſtian 


# 


as we 8 we nature of St, Peter's Epil 
tles, we ſhall not look for that kind of argument 


in. them, which has been drawn with ſo much 
force, and. originality of reaſoning, from the 
Epiſtles of St. Paul*. The moſt minute and 


indirect coincidences of thin gs in themſelves in- 


different and trivial, a name, a place, a date, a 


journey (the recurrence of which is rendered 
frequent by the very particularity of St. Paul's 


_ Epiſtles) afford internal proof of the reality and 
truth of the Sacred Hiſtory; becauſe they ars 
too complete to have been the work of chance, 
and too remote to be the effect of deſign. 

Whereas the Epiſtles of St. Peter being Catholic, 

and addreſſed to the whole Chriſtian Church 

diſperſed © throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
padocia, Aſia, and Bithynia,” are filled with 


general exhortation and inſtruction, ſuch as the 
occaſion required; but do not admit of the 


mention of thoſe little and incidental circum- 
ſtances, which form the ground of argument in 


* Vide Paley's Horæ Paulinz, 
C 2 


* 
ee Ä — 0 
— — —0 - — —˙ . oo ht = LIED ES ers ——ä—ä——ää— OI 0 ̃ — — io» — 
— —ä—ä—ä—ů—ä — 


— 2 


: 
4 
| 
\ 


rr 


OOO wy Se r 
a A * 
E 2 * — — 


1 


the compariſon of St. Paul's Epiſtles with the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, and with one another. 
Vet we cannot allow theſe Epiſtles to be without 
their weight in the ſcale of Chriſtian Evidence. 
1 would aſk any candid and unprejudiced Judge, 
whether he does not diſcover a ſtriking unifor- 


mity in the character of St. Peter, as it is 


delineated by the ſacred Writers,” and as it is 


diſcoverable in the ſtile, and manner, and ſen- 
timents of his two * Epiſtles? Do they not bear 
the marks of the ſame energy, the ſame unpo- 


liſhed and nervous ſimplicity, the ſame 1 impetuo- 


fity and vehemence of thought, the fame ſtren gth 


and vigour of untutored genius? Compare them 
with any of St. Paul's Epiſtles, —in the one you 
perceive the learning of a man, that had been 
brought up at the feet of Gamalicl, and was 


lam aware that doubts have been entertained by ſome, whether 
St. Peter was the Author of the ſecond Epiſtle that is inſcribed with 
his name. And theſe objections are urged, in part, on the ground 
of a ſuppoſed di Herence of ſtile; but chiefly becauſe the former 
Epiſtle only is found in the firſt Syriack Verſion. Many more 
however are agreed that both theſe Epiſtles are genuine; and remark, 
among other circumſtances, a general likeneſs (and general likeneſs is 
all we are contending for) of ſtile and character. We leave this to 
the convictions of individual judgement : while the opinion of 
Profeſſor Michaelis (page 86. of Marſh's Tranſlation) and other 
weighty authorities in favour of the genuineneſs of this Epiſtle, are 
a ſufficient ſanQion for the argument that 1s here founded upon it. 
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inſtrücted alſo in the arts and literature of the 


Gentiles,—in the other the rough and unbroken 


force of a fiſherman, ſtrong in the endowments 
of nature and the gifts of grace, but without the 
refinements of art or ſcience. It will not be 
denied, that this is a juſt ground of evidence in 
ſupport of the Chriſtian Religion. It is at once 
an argument of the truth of Scripture, and the 


genuineneſs of St. Peter's Epiſtles. There would 
ſcarcely have been found ſuch a nice agreement 


between the character of St. Peter given in the 
writings of others, and exemplified in his own, 
if the one had been a fiction, or the other 


ſpurious. The Volume of the New Teſtament 


is in complete and perfect harmony: the ſeveral 
parts of it mutually tend to confirm each other; 


and it is the ſame Peter that ſpeaks in the goſpel 
hiſtory, in the Acts of the Apoſtles, and in the 
Epiſtles which bear his name. The ſeal of his 


character (if I may ſo ſpeak) as it is graven by 


the Evangeliſts, is in exact correſpondence with 
the Rp and pr eſſion of his letters. 


Is theed be ſuch a light reflecting upon the 
Chriſtian Religion from the conduct and cha- 
racter of one diſciple, what a body of irreſiſtible 
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twelve! What new grounds of aſſurance from the 
mĩraculous converſion and miniſtry of the apoſtle 
Paul! What conſolidated proof from the conduct 


is no more than a ſingle pillar in this building 
of God, which is raifed © upon the foundation 
of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chief corner-ſtone.” In vain 
therefore may the enemies of Chriſtianity pre- 
ſume to win by artifice, or carry by ſtorm, the 
fortreſs of our religion. 'The venerable pile has 
been aſſaulted on every ſide, and proved impreg- 
nable: the materials that compoſe it have paſſed 
the fiery ordeal; every part of the fabric is 
« fitly framed together; and every ſtone ce- 
mented by the blood of 1 its wayne. : 


Yer. 1 are Tas who, though they: can 
neither contradict nor diſprove the accumulated 
evidences of the Chriſtian Religion, are till 


lieve or to deny them. They muſt have certain 
proofs of their own deviſing, —ſuch particular 
ſigns as each one chooſes to require, —ſuch 
perfect, intuitive, or demon ſtrative evidence, as 
would undermine the very foundation of Au 


evidence is formed by the teſtimony of the 


and characters of all its early profeſſors! Here 


determined, with inflexible obſtinacy, to diſbe- 
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tian virtue, and ſwallow up faith in knowledge *. 
It may be ſaid of them, as it was ſpoken by the 
rich man in the parable. of his worldly-minded 
brethren, « Nay,—but if one roſe from the 
dead, they would believe.” If Abraham could 


* If we * the nature of the Chriſtian 8 its evi- 
dences, its doctrines, its rewards, they are all peculiarly adapted 
and ordained for the trial and exerciſe of our faith. Its evidences, 
as they are offered to us, are not capable of actual and complete 
demonſtration, They are rather recommended to us on grounds of 

the higheſt probability +,—by circumſtances of credibility ſufficient 
to engage and juſtify our belief, but not to force or conſtrain it. 
_ Myſterious truths are propoſed for its do&rine; on the authority 
of divine revelation. The nature of theſe myſteries, and manner of 
their operation, we cannot fully comprehend. If they were level 
to our capacities, they would not ſerve, as they were intended, 
for the probation of our faith. The rewards propoſed to our 
_ obedience are evidently framed with the ſame view. If we had been 
taught to look for the recompence of virtue wholly in the preſent 
| life, we ſhould walk (in direct oppoſition to the deſign of our 
religion, as it is explained by St. Pant) by ſight, not by faith.“ 
But now we have a great and diſtant reward propoſed, great, to 
| excite our deſires; diſtant and unſeen, to exerciſe our faith.—So 
nice is the conſiſtency between the Chriſtian principles and practice, 
that the beginning, the progreſs, and the end of our faith all afford 
an occaſion to him, that uſes them aright, of obtaining the ſuperior 


bleſſings which it promiſes to them, that “ have not ſeen, and yet 
have believed.” 


+ All Hiflorical Evidence can only be probable evidence. Demouſtration, 
properly ſpeaking, is not applicable to the credibility of fafts.—— As a 
principle of ation, Probability is ſufficient ; in a ſlate of Trial, it is more 
to be expected than certaiuty. | 

If any one thinks that we ought to have more than probability to go upon 
in things of fuch importance, he ſhould remember, that there is only pro- 
bable proof that ave ſhall die; it is only probable that the Sun will ever 
riſe again, Tre we go upon theſe things as Certainties. 


Hey's Lectures, Book 1. Ch. xii. Sect. I. 
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of a yori th to come 
appeal to One that is greater 
Moſes, to Him, of whom Moſes and the 
prophets did write, and in whom their predic- 
tions are accompliſhed, « If they bear ot” 
Chriſt and his a ſtles, e neither woul, ey be 


perſuaded, though « one roſe- from 1 the dead.. 
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